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Abstract
This report analyzes the contents and uses of a National Urban Transportation Reporting System. The
study was performed to assist UMTA in implementation of Section 15 of the National Mass
Transportation Act of 1974.
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Section 1
REPORT IN BRIEF
This report analyzes the contents and uses of a National Urban Trans
portation Reporting System.

The study was performed to assist UMTA in

implementation of Section 15 of the National Mass Transportation Act of
1974.
Report Organization
A review of the PennDOT transit reporting system, its implementation
and results is given in Section 2.
indicators is defined

A recommended set of data items and

and analyzed in Section 3.

Section 4 contains

detailed information on a subgroup of the data items and indicators felt
to provide a minimal yet comprehensive base for comparison of transit
agencies. The last section, Section 5, gives a recommended set of data
items and indicators to be included in an annual report and the format
for their presentation.
The Pennsylvania Experience
The work done by Dr. Vuchic's research team during the early 197Os
in preparation of the reporting system for PennDOT served as the starting
point for this project.

It was apparent from the start, however, that an

exact transfer of that system to the national level would be impossible
and that certain modifications would be required.

Most significantly,

the PennDOT reporting system did not include the collection of highway
data.

In addition, its items v1ere selected for the conditions in Penn

sylvania cities and thus cannot handle the diversity found on the national
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Consequently, the initial research involved a detailed analysis of
highvwy data and of pertinent geographic and demographic information.
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